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Notes, Short Comments & Answers to
Correspondents.

. EDITORIAL NOTICE.
IT Is most important that communications relating to the

Editorial business of THE LANCET should be addressed
exclusively "To THE EDITORS," and not in any case to any
gentleman who may be supposed to be connected with the
Editorial staff. It is urgently necessary that attention be
given to this notice. -
It is especially requested that early intelligence of local events

having a medical interest, or which it is desirable to bring
under the notice of the profession, may be sert direct to t7&is
Office.

Lectures, original articles, and reports should be written an one
side only of the paper.

Letters, whether intended for insertion or for private informa- 
tion, must be authenticated by the names and addressss of
their writers, not necessarily for publication.

We cannot prescribe or recommend practitioners.
Local papers containing reports or news parragrarphs should be

marked and addressed To the Sub-Editor. "
Letters relating to the publication, sale and advertising de-

partments of THE LANCET should be addressad " To the 
Publisher. "

We cannot undertake to return MSS. not used.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE.
IN order to facilitate the work of reference to the volumes

of THE LANCET, we have arranged to publish duplicate
copies of the Index to each half-yearly volume in a form in
which they may be subsequently filed or bound together.
Those of our subscribers who may wish to be supplied with
loose copies can obtain the same (without extra charge) on
making application to the Publisher of THE LANCET.

"A HOLIDAY TRIP TO GRINDELWALD."

In reply to several correspondents who have asked for further par-
ticulars regarding the holiday in Switzerland mentioned in an anno.
tation under the above heading in THE LANCET of the 3rd inst.,
either Dr. Lunn, of 5, Endsieigh-gardens, or the Editor of The Young
Man, Fleet-street, would supply them with the information they
require.

- N. A. B. should apply to the companies whose ships are engaged in
that trade.

THE LATE MR. SPROSTON.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The statement that Mr. W. H. Sproston " came to Birming- I

ham when quite a youth to study under his friend Dr. Heslop," as
stated in the obituary notice of THE LANCET of to-day’s date, is
incorrect. If Dr. Heslop were alive he would be sixty-eight years
of age, or five years younger than Mr. Sproston, and he did not
- come to Birmingham until 1850, six years after Mr. Sproston is said to
have come here. The two men were great friends and had, I always
’understood, been fellow apprentices to Mr. William Underhill of Tipton.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
March 10th, 1894. A FRIEND OF BOTH. 

CHRONIC CONSTIPATION.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRs,-Would any of your readers kindly help me with any sugges,
tion as to the treatment of chronic constipation in a little girl aged ten I
:years? The trouble has been for years. She is well nourished, with a
good appetite, and suffers from no other complaint. I have tried dieting
and many drugs-viz., sulphate of magnesia, calomel, aloes, sulphur,
and cascara &a.grada,, also aloes, iron, and nux vomica in pill. Simple
enema is the only remedy after many days, or else a glycerine enema.

I am, Sirs, yours truly,
March 12th, 1894. M.R.C.S. & L.R.C.P.LOND. 

ATTENDANCE ON MEDICAL MEN.

Inquirens.-Under the circumstances mentioned in his communicatio
we do not consider that there is any impropriety in our correspondent
charging the particular fees. The rule of not charging is a gocd one
in ordinary circumstances ; but in such a case as the present it is the
practitioner who attends that ought to be considered by all parties
concerned in the ample estate left.

R. T.&mdash;"Vaccination Vindicated," by J. C. MeVail, M.D. (Cassell and
Co., 1887); "Vaccination and Smallpox in England and Other
Countries," by E. J. Edwardes, M.D. (J. and A. Churchill, 1892).
These two works cover the ground very well.

INFLUENZA: ITS ETIOLOGY AND TREATMENT.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

.SIRS,&mdash;There is no disease so widely diffused that has obtained more
advocates for different modes of treatment than influenza&mdash;excepting,
perhaps, cholera. The reason for this is not far to seek, testing, a,s it
does, on an imperfect acquaintance with the fundamental principles
which govern the physician’s art, and until the ratio of the complaint
is satisfactorily established so it will remain. But what is most remark.
able is the dogmatism which prevails on this question. Some prac-
titioners seem to endeavour to reduce the treatment to a Procrustean
method, and by asserting the infallibility of a particular and exclusive

’ plan they would formulate a cure. Nothing is more deplorable. In
THE LANCET I occasionally see specific modes of treatment recom.
mended, which, if not actually empirical, are open to the objection
that they are exclusive. One writer boasts of the alkaline treatment, and
in order to exalt this casts an undeserved slur on other methods which

experience has endorsed as efficacious. It should be borne in mind
’ that the disease we term ".influenza" is subject to run in alliance with
! other symptoms, of which the most frequent are those of pulmonary

disorders, rheumatic arthritis, neuralgia, and cardiac failure. To sub.
; mit all these to one line of treatment is obviously a mistake. Treated

per so, influenza is beyond question most amenable to quinine. In
hundreds of examples of the disease I have found this single remedy
sufficient. There are, however, two forms of sequel&aelig; which, so far as I

know, have not been generally mentioned. The first is an almost entire
loss of the sensation of taste and smell. In the forms that have come
under my own observation it has been noticed by smokers of tobacco
that they cannot discern the smell or flavour of the weed long after
their recovery ; the fumes of a full-fiavoured and pungent cigar are

- quite lost, and tobacco can be smoked without the least distinction of
. its flavour. Other comestibles are imperfectly tasted, but saccharine

and saline substance least so. The second is the occurrence of severe
shocks of pain, mostly affecting the lateral and anterior cutaneous
nerves of the abdomen. This complaint gives rise to distressing
symptoms-considerable agony and loss of sleep; it appears, in my
experience, generally about a month from the termination o the first
attack. That influenza is essentially a neurotic disease can scarcely be
objected to, but the precise seat of the nerve disturbance is difficult to
substantiate. Minute dissection with the aid of the microscope may

’ some day set this question at rest.
h I am, Sirs, yours obediently,

J. HAWKES, M.D. St. And.
Yardley Hastings, Northampton, March 13th, 1894.

A UNIQUE FORM OF COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE
TIBIA AND FIBULA.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The recorded cases of fracture of the tibia, and fibula by
muscular action are few and indefinite ; but the following case has the
peculiarity of having been caused by a twist. A man aged forty.
seven, height 6ft. 1&frac12; in., was playing cricket, and in order to get out of
the way of the ball, which was coming at his leg, gave a twist round
and heard a snap. He did not fall down, but leant on his bat and
called out that his leg was broken. It began to bleed, he was laid
down on the grass, and the bat was secured to the injured leg. On
admission to the infirmary it was found that he had sustained a com.
pound fracture of the tibia and fibula, which was put up in the usual
way. In three months’ time he was able to do without any bandage,
and is now walking about as usual. The patient is a very healthy man,
and there is no ground for suspecting any constitutional disease. I
should feel grateful if you would kindly record this case, as 1 think
is one that will be of interest to surgeons generally.

I am Sirs, yours faithftilly,

MaTch 13th, 1891.
WILLIAM FAIRBANK,

Hon. Surgeon to the Windsor Royal Infirmar

AN OPERATION FOR ECTOPIA. VESIC&AElig;.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;I should feel obliged if any of the readers of THE LANCET would
suggest a suitable operation for the following case, as none o the

operations described in the text-books seem to be quite suitable. The

patient is a male infant ten days old who has ectoptoa of the bladde
At the umbilicus the cord spread out over a tumour the size of a walnut,
at the lower border of which there is a projection in size and appear-
ance like a cherry-part of the bladder. The pelvic girdle is intact,
and the external genitals are normal. The child micturates with equal
freedom by the opening in the abdomina wall and per urethram.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,I March, 1894. M.B, C.M.
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PRACTITIONERS POSSESSING NO BRITISH QUALIFICATION.
A CORRESPONDENT, in a letter tQ us, suggests that it is time that the
General Medical Council should bt ing pressure to bear on the Govern-
mentwiththe view of amending the Medical Act to the extent of making
it a penal offence for anyone to practise medicine or surgery without
his or her name being placed on the Register. The writer regards it
as monstrous that people should be allowed to blazon forth their
capabilities in the public press of this country when they possess no
British qualifleation to practise medicine.

Simplex.-Burnett: "Diseases of Throat, Nose, and Ear." Field:

"Diseases of the Ear."

jfrs. E. E. .Lloyd.-We are unable to supply our correspondent with the
address.

"THE BICARBONATE OF POTASH TREATMENT OF
INFLUENZA."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.TO 

SIRS,-Idesire to add my testimony in favour of Mr. Crerar’s treatment
of influenza. I did not adopt it until this last winter, but my experience,
though short and limited, was thoroughly satisfactory and warrants
me in recommending its adoption by the profession. No case treated
by the bicarbonate of potash from the first developed serious complica.
tions or ended fatally; in fact, usually in three days all fever had gone.
There was a relapse in one or two cases due entirely to the too early
cessation of the medicine. On resuming it the relapse yielded in a day
or two. I did not find thirty grains of the bicarbonate every three
hours to be too depressing for an adult. This dose is easily borne. A little
brandy or aromatic spirit of ammonia will counteract any depression
which may follow its administration. The rationale of the treatment
I do not understand, but I hope that ere long Mr. Crerar will give us
some sound scientific reason for its marvellous effect. I can only hope
that this method will become more widely known, in the interests of
humanity and the profession.

I am, Sirs, yours truly,
Melrose, N.B., March 12th, 1891. W. HALL CALVERT, M.D.Edin. I

THE SODEN FUND.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-During the past fortnight I have received the following sub- Iscriptions to the above fund :- 

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
3, Northampton-terrace, Swansea, March 13th, 1894. W. F. BROOK. I

VENESECTION.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-In these days when bloodletting is certainly not so frequently
performed by medical men-and no doubt rightly so as formerly-I think
it would be of great advantage if cases in which it is adopted with
decided success were recorded for the advantage of strengthening
medical opinion. Venesection would be objected to by many patients
of a sensitive nature when the same effect might be attained by
the operation of wet cupping-so simple, and performed out of sight
of the patient. I have myself had a case of congestion of the lungs
associated with heart degeneration in which about an ounce of blood
removed by cupping gave immediate and permanent relief to urgent
symptoms. I had previously applied a blister for several hours without
inducing vesication until after the cupping. Then some vesication

appeared and no doubt added to the permanency of the relief previously
given. The patient, I may add, was a very plethoric woman of about
fifty years of age. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
March 13th, 1894. CUPPER. I

THE DESTRUCTION OF INFECTED CLOTHING.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Will you kindly advise me on the following point ? A girl with
small-pox is admitted to a private infectious hospital with the authority
of the medical officer of health and is paid for by the sanitary
authority. On her discharge the clothes she wore during her stay are
destroyed by the hospital authorities. The girl’s parents claim for the
destroyed clothes from the owner of the hospital. Is he liable, or is the
sanitary authority liable ? I am, Sirs, yours truly,Feb. 25th, 1894. SMALL-POX HOSPITAL.

.*** Under the provisions of the Public Health Act, 1875, the sanitary
authority is empowered to destroy infected articles and give com-
pensation for the same. The compensation is entirely at the will
and discretion of the authority.-ED. L. 

HINTS TO TRAVELLERS.

A CORRESPONDENT writes :-" I have been in communication with

Lady Burton with reference to a book entitled Hints to Travellers
in the Tropics,’ written by the late Dr. Leslie, who died some time ago
out in the West Indies. Lady Burton directed me to you, saying that

’ 
you may possibly know the address of the publishers, or, if not too
much trouble, will you kindly insert a line in your inquiry column,
with a view to ascertaining who the publishers are, as, although I
tried hard on several occasions to get to know this, I regret to say I
was unsuccessful in my endeavours ? I may say that, having in view
a journey to the West Indies and the north of South America, also
part of Central America, I desire to obtain’tbe above book. Do you
know perhaps any other ?"

B" "Hints to Travellers, Scientific and General," edited for the Council
of the Royal Geographical Society and published by Stanford,
Charing-cross, would possibly meet our correspondent’s requirements.
We are unable to state the name and address of the publishers of
Hints to Travellers in the Tropics."-ED. L.

WOUNDS OF THE PLEUR.V,.

ERRATUM.&mdash;We regret that in our issue of March 10th, on p. 641, in
Mr. R. C. 13artlett’s letter on the above subject, owing to errors of the-
printer, the word " throat at line 20 should have been thorax,and at.
line 43 the word or should have been printed instead of the phrase.
" as well as."

Medical Diary for the ensuing Week.
OPERATIONS.

METROPOLITAN HOSPITALS.
MONDAY.-London (2 P.m.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St. Thomas’s

3.30 P.M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), St. Mark’s (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.),
Samaritan (Gynecological, by Physicians, 2 P.M.), Soho-squar&
(2 P.M.), Royal Orthopaedic (2 P.M.).

TUESDAY.-London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), Guy’s
(1.30 P.M.), St. Thomas’s (3.30 P.M.), Westminster (2 P.M.), West.
London (2.30 P.M.), University College (2 P.M ), St. George’s (1 P.M.),
St. Mary’s (1.30 P.M.). St. Mark’s (2.30 P.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.).

WEDNESDAY. - St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P. M.), University College-
(2 P.M.), Royal Free (2 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Charing-cross
(3 P.M.), St. Thomas’s (2 P.M.), London (2 P.M.), Great Northern
Central (2.30 P.M.), King’s College (2 P.M.), National Orthopeedio
(10 A.M.), St. Peter’s (2 P.M.), Samaritan (2.30 P.M.), Great Ormond-
street (9.30 A.M.). -

THURSDAY.-St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St Thomas’s (3.30 P.M.),
University College (2 P.M.), Charing-cross (3 P.M.), St. George’a
(1 P.M.), London (2 P.M.), King’s College (2 P.M.), Middlesex (2 P.M.
Chelsea (2 P.M.), Soho-sq. (2 P.M ), North West London (2 P.M.)

FRIDAY.-London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St. Thomas’s
(3.30 P.M.), Guy’s (l.aO P.M.), Charing.cross (3 P.M.), St. George’s
(1 P.M.), King’s College (2 P.M.).

SATURDAY.-Royal Free (9 A.M. and 2 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.),St. Thomas’s (2 P.M.), London (2 v.hc.), University College (9.15 A.M.),
Charing-cross (3 P.M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.).

At the Royal Eye Hospital (2 P.M.), the Royal London Ophthalmic-
(10 A.M.), the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic (1.30 P.M.), and the
Central London Ophthalmic Hospitals operations are performed daily.

SOCIETIES.
MONDAY.-SOCIETY OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH (20, Hanover-

square).-S P.M. Discussion on Death Certification and Registra-
tion. Speakers : Mr. F. W. Lowndes (Liverpool), Dr. E. Hill
(Durham), Dr. Farquharson, M.P.. and Mr. Noel Humphreys.

i MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-8.30 P.M. Dr. F. J. Wethered : The-
Diagnosis of Diphtheria by Bacteriological Cultures.-Dr. C. H.
Ralfe : Milk Diet in Albuminutia.

TUESDAY. - PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-Mr. J. Hutchin-
son, jun. : Deformity of Shoulder Girdle. -Mr. Cecil Beadles:
Histological Changes in the Breast associated with Carcinoma.-
Dr. W. W. Ord and Mr. S. G. Shattock : Left Hemisphere from a
case of Aphasia.-Mr. Charters Symonds: Epithelioma of Bladder
involving the entire Urethra.-Mr. J. Bidwell and Dr. Abraham :.
Sections of Skin formed after Thiersch’s Grafts.-Dr. Rolleston::.
Glandular Inflammation causing Stenosis of the Bronchi.

WEDNESDAY.-EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON (11, Chandos--
st., Cavendish-sq.).-8 P.M. Dr. S. W. Wheaton: Uncertain Affec-
tions of the Mucous Surfaces and their Relation to Diphtheria.

ROYAL MICROSCOPICAL SOCIETY (20, Hanover-sq.,W.).&mdash;8 P.M. Mr.
A. D. Michael : Notes on the Uropodinse.

During the week marked copies of the following newspapers
have been received:&mdash;Middlesboro’ Daily Gazette, Argyllshire
Herald, Lytham Times, Cheshire County News, Sheffield Independent,
Chard News, Irish Tirnes, Ilfracombe Chronicle, Ashton-under-Lyne
Reporter. Herne Bay Argus, Guernsey News,, Derb,yshire Courier,
Swindon Advertiser, Sunderland Herald, Rotherham Advertiser,,
Salisbury Times, Halifax Courier, Mid-Devon Tirnrs, Montqomery
Express, Wakefield Express, Berkshire Chronicle, Public Health,
Margate and Ramsgate Gazette, Bristol Mercury, Limerick Reporter,
North Devon Journal, Science Sittings, Sala’s Journal, West Middlesex-
Advertiser, Local Government Journal, Surrey Advertiser, Birming-
ham Daily Post, Malton Gazette, Grimsby Aews, Wrexham Advertiser,
1’imes of India, Sunday Times, Builder, Pioneer Mail, Architect, Isle
of Wight G‘uardian, Western Mail, Essex County Chronicle, Guy’s
Hospital Gazelle, Liverpool Courier, Kentish Chronicle, Loupestoft
Weekly Press, Stratford-upon-Avon Ileraid, &c., &c.


